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« Heritage is the legagy of the past from which we be nefit 
today and which we pass on to future generations. 
Our cultural and natural heritage are irreplaceable  

sources of life and inspiration(…) »
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The largest listed The largest listed site in Francesite in France



Living cultural Living cultural landscapelandscape

A « Monument of nature and culture » : more 
than its castles, its gardens, its troglodyte 

hillsides, its ports and towns, the Val de Loire 
bears witness to the continuation of a river 
culture, the constant adaptation of human 

activity, and a art of living related to the river.



Living cultural Living cultural lanscapelanscape

The Val de Loire inscription involves a whole 
region, linking remarkable and ordinary 

landscapes, reasonably populated urban
areas, and peri-urban areas devoted to 

agriculture and/or leisure activites.



A A innovative innovative management plan management plan 

The territorial 
conference

The Val de Loire 
Mission

The development 
committee



A A unifying unifying issue: territorial issue: territorial sustainable sustainable 
developmentdevelopment



This issue of sustainable development, which is at the centre of our
development procedure for the site, finds concrete form in the 
implementation of experimental and innovative actions covering three
areas :

•Landscapes and enhancement of spaces ;

•Cultural practices and proposals ;

•Providing and promoting tourist activities.



>Landscape Landscape managementmanagement

It is organized around four points :

• Knowledge of the landscapes and their evolution ;

• Protection and restoration of landscapes qualities ;

• Adaptation of the Loire-side space and landscape revival ;

• Giving coherence to public actions.



> LandscapeLandscape managementmanagement

Some examples of implementation :

• Signing the charter of excellence for outdoor advertising and 
implementation of two pilot actions;

• Distribution of the reference document « Living in and bringing alive the 
landscapes of the Val de Loire: Understanding, managing and 
developing our environment »;

• Implementation of an innovative project for maintaining and enhancing 
natural areas and the banks of the Loire.



> An An example example of international of international outlook outlook : : The The world world 
heritage vineyard heritage vineyard network VITOURnetwork VITOUR

8 regions involved in this initiative: 
• The former jurisdiction of Saint-Émilion (France), 
• The Upper-Douro valley (Portugal), 
• The Tokay region (Hungary), 
• The national park of Cinque Terre (Italy), 
• The upper valley of the middle Rhine (Germany), 
• The Fertö-Neusiedlersee region 
• And the Wachau region (Austria).



> AnAn exampleexample of internationalof international outlookoutlook :: TheThe worldworld
heritage vineyardheritage vineyard network VITOURnetwork VITOUR

Six European countries are represented in this 
world heritage vineyard network. 

At a time when a Europe of 25 countries is being constructed, creating 
this network reaffirms that heritage and landscape identity can, and 
must, drive the strengthening and renewal of the attraction of these 

areas.



VITOUR

Haut Douro

Tokaj

Fertö/Neusiedlersee

Vallée du Rhin

Cinqueterre

Val de Loire

St Emilion



>Cultural practices Cultural practices and proposalsand proposals

Some projects able to breathe life into the cultural 
identity of the site du site and to bring together 

different cultures :

The example of « La Remontée du sel »



> Tourism Tourism provision provision andand promotionpromotion

� In terms of tourism, the UNESCO inscription is a powerful 
lever for renewing, developing and promoting what we have 
to offer. In this domain, we clearly have much to share and 
learn from each other. 

� Some experiences carried out or to be replicated at a 
European level :
� The « Loire à vélo » ;
� The process « grands sites du Val de Loire »



Knowledge as a tool for mobilization Knowledge as a tool for mobilization 
and broadening horizons: and broadening horizons: 

the international Rivers and Heritage Institutethe international Rivers and Heritage Institute
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BackgroundBackground

FurtherFurther toto thethe inclusion ofinclusion of thethe Val de Loire onVal de Loire on thethe UNESCOUNESCOlistlist of Worldof World HeritageHeritage
sites as a living culturalsites as a living cultural landscapelandscape ,, the higher education and researchthe higher education and research
institutions ininstitutions in the region have decidedthe region have decided toto bring together their skillsbring together their skills inin thethe areas ofareas of
studyingstudying ,, conservingconserving ,, managing and developing the natural andmanaging and developing the natural and culturalcultural
heritageheritage of river corridors.of river corridors. They offer specialised education andThey offer specialised education and training intraining in thesethese
areas.areas. Their researchTheir research teamsteams can also intervenecan also intervene onon the groundthe ground toto share theirshare their
expertiseexpertise beyond their own frontiersbeyond their own frontiers . . 

InIn orderorder toto coordinate andcoordinate and optimiseoptimise these activitiesthese activities ,, the two regionsthe two regions CentreCentre andand
Pays de la Loire havePays de la Loire have created thecreated the InternationalInternational rivers and heritage instituterivers and heritage institute , as , as 
part ofpart of thethe Val de Loire Mission,Val de Loire Mission, under the aegisunder the aegis ofof thethe UNESCO WorldUNESCO World HeritageHeritage
CentreCentre and with theand with the support ofsupport of thethe FrenchFrench governmentgovernment ..



The The InstituteInstitute ’’s missionss missions

•• Education Education and and TrainingTraining
•• ResearchResearch
•• ExpertiseExpertise
In In the fields the fields of:of:

� Environment:
civil engineering, hydrology and water management, aquatic and land 
ecosystem study, risk management

� Heritage:
history, archaeology, sociology; study of cultural landscapes, and 
study, protection and development of different types of heritage

� Urban planning and development:
regional management, law, architecture, drainage, modelling

� Sustainable tourism:
infrastructure, sites, transport and communication



ExpertiseExpertise

•• The Institute is thus involved in several The Institute is thus involved in several 
international cooperation sites, including:international cooperation sites, including:

� the SPRECOMAH (“Seminars Preventive Conservation and 
Monitoring of the Architectural Heritage”) project for monitoring 
architectural heritage,

� the “Loire-Niger (Mali)” project, (water facility programme),
� Preparation of the Nam Khan Ecovalley programme in the 

province of Luang Prabang in Laos,
� A decentralized cooperation project - river to river (Niger-Loire-

Mekong).



Structuring Structuring a national network a national network 
of French WH sites : of French WH sites : first step first step of of the creation the creation of a of a 

European European network ?network ?



« Since wars begin in the minds of men, it is in the 
minds of men that the defences of peace must be 

constructed… »

Preamble to the constitution of UNESCO, 1946


