8. The Zollverein Coal Mine Industrial Complex in Essen

UNESCO World Heritage Site since 2001

The Zollverein mine in Essen was the biggest and most modern coal-mining complex in the world. The two Bauhaus-inspired architects Fritz Schupp and Martin Kremmer, who designed every last detail of the twin-axis industrial complex to harmonise in accordance with the principles of symmetry and geometry, created a unique model complex in Zollverein Schacht XII.

The Zollverein mine in Essen-Katernberg was closed in 1986. Since then, the site has been developed into an industrial monument of international importance with a lively arts centre. At the "most attractive coal mine in the Ruhr", visitors can trace the development of modern art of the 20s and 30s alongside that of heavy industry. The surface plant, which has been preserved in its original condition, houses the Zollverein Museum. Here, visitors can follow the “Black Gold Trail“ accompanied by expert tour guides. On the tour, illustrative models, films and museum installations show how the coal was processed – to a soundtrack of authentic noises. 

UNESCO special

Price per person sharing a double room: €99.00

Available: throughout the year

• One night incl. breakfast 

• Free admission to 70 culture / leisure amenities in the Ruhr region 

• Free use of local public transport 

• A tour guide

To book, call:

Event

Last weekend in August: “Essen Original“: Three days of rock, jazz, dance, hip hop and comedy to get the city revelling.

