UNESCO World Heritage in Germany

Where history comes to life
In 2001 the German UNESCO World Heritage offices merged to form a registered association in which they were joined by local tourist organisations, the German UNESCO Commission, the Deutsche Zentrale für Tourismus (German National Tourist Board), the Deutsche Stiftung Denkmalschutz (German Foundation for Monument Protection). As of November 2002, "UNESCO-Welterbestätten Deutschland e.V (UNESCO World Heritage in Germany Association) has been a full member of the German UNESCO Commission. The Association's new headquarters are located in the historical Salfeld Palais in Quedlinburg. 

“UNESCO-Welterbestätten Deutschland e.V.” is keen to promote the German World Heritage sites and to integrate monument preservation with tourism. Its particular aim is to promote a cautious, high quality tourism compatible with the preservation of ancient monuments. This year's annual conference of the UNESCO World Heritage sites and the German UNESCO Commission took place from 12 – 14 October in Völklingen where discussions focussed on the rapidly developing cultural tourist market and the related increased challenges presented to monument protection and preservation. Under the heading "Success Through Partnership" examples of cooperation between the tourist industry, cultural institutions and those responsible for the preservation of historical sites were presented - as were various deficits in the interaction of these bodies. One example of excellent working relations is the Association itself, in which the policy-makers from tourism (German National Tourist Board), historical building conservation and the German UNESCO Commission address common aims.

The preservation and maintenance of monuments and historic buildings belonging to our cultural heritage costs money, and in times when state support is at a low ebb new ways of funding must be found. Tourism can provide a contribution here: when visitor management is well conceived and made compatible with the preservation of national monuments, opportunities open up for using tourism as one of the essential sources of income to guarantee the protection of world heritage sites on a permanent basis. 

The amalgamation of the UNESCO World Heritage sites combines the intention to present Germany's outstanding cultural assets within one association and to position them directly as an image bearer to encourage travel to and around Germany. From the monastery at Maulbronn to Lübeck Old Town, from the Völklinger Ironworks to the Berlin Museum Island – the linking up of World Heritage sites to form attractive routes or theme trips is especially relevant for tourists from overseas in that it creates a highly interesting cultural-tourist product. Tourist experts agree that this cultural-tourism is a product which absolutely conforms to current travel trends and acknowledge a huge growth potential.

The Association has set itself the task of collaborating with its regional partners, the German National Tourist Board and other cooperation partners, to work out ideas for routes to well-selected World Heritage sites as well as theme trips to certain kinds of UNESCO World Heritage sites, for example, sacred buildings, industrial monuments, historical old towns or extensive cultural landscapes which have been put under the protection of the UNESCO-World Heritage Convention.

In September of the last year representatives of the Association, in conjunction with the German National Tourist Board, introduced the German World Heritage sites as cultural-tourist destinations to interested parties in New York, Boston and Chicago. The very positive resonance of the US-American tour operators for this new, high-quality product idea is seen by the Association as an opportunity to continue and intensify its activities in the US market in the current year. A further main focus of operations is the Swiss market which was targeted in April this year in cooperation with the German National Tourist Board.
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