17. Upper Middle Rhine Valley

UNESCO World Heritage since 2002

In 2002 the “Upper Middle Rhine Valley” was added to the prestigious UNESCO World Heritage List of protected cultural landscapes. This lovely 65 km stretch of the Rhine between Koblenz and Bingen is steeped in legends, including that of the lovely siren Loreley who is said to have lured many a hapless boatsman to his doom. Actually, the most beautiful section of the Rhine was popular long before the UNESCO listing gave it the official seal of quality – the first visitors came here over 2.000 years ago in the time of the Romans. Much has changed since then, of course. In the course of the centuries the people here built many mighty castles and fortresses, and also romantic chateaux like Stolzenfels, and beautiful villas.

This is wine country, with some of the best vineyards in Germany on the lust hillsides, and dotted between them are romantic old towns and villages that still have the unspoilt charm of a more leisurely era. The over 2,000-year-old town of Koblenz makes perfect base for exploring the Upper Middle Rhine Valley. It is the only town that stands on both the Rhine and the Moselle, with a character that successfully combines the merry nature of the Rhinelanders with the more down-to-earth disposition for which the Moselle folk are known.

On a walk through the picturesque alleys of the Old Town you can admire the important Basilica of St. Kastor from the 9th century and the churches of St. Florins and Our Lady (Liebfrauen) from the 12th century. Afterwards you can stroll down to the German Corner (Deutsches Eck) and see the famous Kaiser Wilhelm Memorial. From the German Corner you also have an excellent view of most of Ehrenbreitstein Fortress, standing high up above the Baroque quarter of the former royal capital. From Koblenz you can explore the Middle Rhine Valley by rail, by car or – if you are feeling more energetic – by bicycle.

Much of the roads, railways lines and cycle trails here run directly next to the river. The castles and stately homes begin as soon as you leave Koblenz, each more beautiful than the last. One of the most outstanding is Stolzenfels Castle, built by the “Romantic King” Friedrich Wilhelm IV of Prussia and generally acknowledged to be one of the most breathtaking examples of romantic Rhine castle architecture. It is particularly attractive during the summer months, when you can immerse yourself in history during a special theatrical sightseeing tour calls The Muse of Stolzenfels. 

More information’s are available from: Koblenz-Touristik, Bahnhofsplatz 7, 56068 Koblenz, Tel: + 49 (0)261 – 30388-0, Fax: + 49 (0)261 – 30388-11, Web: www.koblenz.de, E-Mail: verwaltung@touristik-koblenz.de or Tourist Information Central Station, Tel: + 49 (0)261 – 31304, Fax: + 49 (0)261 – 1004388, E-Mail: info-hbf@touristik-koblenz.de
