20. Monastic Island of Reichenau

UNESCO World Heritage Site since 2000

The cultural landscape of the island of Reichenau on Lake Constance bears outstanding witness to the religious and cultural role of a great Benedictine monastery in the Middle Ages. The island's three Romanesque churches are outstanding examples of monastic architecture between the 9th and 11th centuries, and their wall paintings reveal that, during the 10th and 11th centuries, Reichenau was a cultural centre of major significance for the history of European art.

A Benedictine monastery was founded on the island in 724 by the itinerant bishop Pirmin. Under direct imperial control, it flourished from the 8th century to the 11th century and developed into one of the great intellectual centres of the western world. The famous monastery school, where classes were given by highly respected teachers, produced brilliant theologians, politicians, scientists, writers and musicians. The monastery library, the Reichenau School of Painting (illumination and wall painting) and the art of gold work at Reichenau became extremely well known.

UNESCO special

Price per person: €99.00

Available: throughout the year

• One night incl. breakfast in a hotel

• Reichenau fish dinner

• Admission to Reichenau Museum and the minster treasury

• Information pack with full details of Reichenau's history

To book, call: 

Events

Reminders of Reichenau's great past are its three traditional feast days when there is a procession across the island: 25 April – St. Mark's Festival; the Monday after Trinity Sunday - Blood of Christ Festival; 15 August - Assumption.

